behind, because the inner edge of the Eustachian tube came so far towards the middle line that it encroached on the new opening; nevertheless the hearing was normal. There was no mental deficiency in the patient. The obstruction in the right nostril was probably not noticed, as free breathing was possible through the left side, until it became encroached upon by an enlarged turbinal. The difference in size of the two nasal cavities was slight.
Atresia of the Anterior Naris.
By NORAMAN PATTERSON, F.R.C.S. FEMALE, aged 23. The right anterior naris is closed by a union between the skin covering the anterior part of the nasal septum and that lining the ala. At the upper part of the union there is a small pocket into which a probe can be passed for about } in. The tip'of the nose is slightly deflected to the left. The cartilaginous septum is markedly bulged over to the right. The lateral incisors are rotated, their anterior surfaces looking forwards and inwards. The palate is not unusually high. There is nothing of note in the post-nasal space.
Vague history of an injury to nose caused by a swing accident when a child. Opinions are solicited as regards the best forin of treatment.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. CLAYTON Fox said it seemed to be a cicatricial web formation, probably the result of congenital syphilis; although the upper central incisors were not typical Hutchinson's teeth, she had pegged canines and dome-shaped molars. The web had the appearance of cicatricial tissue. Against it being a congenital web was the fact that it was more marked than such webs in that position; the developmental web was usually crescentic and an exaggeration of the normal semilunar fold found at the limen vestibuli. In this case the vestibule was closed.
Mr. HERBERT TILLEY said that when the patient was told to force air down the side of the scar, it would bulge forwards a little. Hence, if the scar tissue were perforated, and a partial submucous resection performed, the patient would get a perfect nostril.
Mr. NORMAN PATTERSON replied that possibly it might be due to congenital syphilis, but it might be developmental. He got Dr. Arthur Keith to see the case. Dr. Keith said that this region of the nose was closed by a plug of epithelium from the third to the seventh month of intra-uterine life, which became invaded by mesoblast and organized. He proposed to do a modified Killian's operation.
Case of Asthma; Improvement after Nasal Treatment.
By DAN MCKENZIE, M.D.
THE patient is a male, aged 34, who has suffered from asthma since childhood. Both middle turbinals, which were enlarged-the right being polypoid and cellular-were snared in September and October, 1907. The septum was resected under cocaine in February, 1908. He states that he has not had a paroxysm now for seven months.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. SCANES SPICER said this was a very satisfactory illustration of the effect of suitable and adequate operation on the nose in asthma. In these cases substantial progress had been made since the submucous resection operation had been perfected. In this case, both middle turbinals were first removed, but the symptoms continued. Dr. McKenzie had rightly judged there was pressure or tension of nasal nerves, due to the bony or cartilaginous part of the septum being bent or pressed against the outer walls of the nasal cavities. This might be inferred from the favourable result of the submucous resection. No other operation on the septum in the cases he meant-i.e., very high up and anterior deflections-could effect the object desired short of free ablation of the septum (which personally he had only done on two occasions as a last resort) before the modern submucous resection methods were perfected.
Dr. PEGLER expressed disagreement with Dr. Spicer. In former years, if they did not do submucous resection, they had other methods which arrived at the same result, and he for one was quite satisfied with his early cases. He fully recognized the benefit these patients derived both from clearing up obstruction to breathing and in a certain proportion from cauterization of the septum, but he thought the mnodus operandi of these measures was still obscure.
